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BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
Held in the Village Hall Bishopstone
Thursday 10th July 2025 at 7.30pm.

MINUTES

Present : 		Parish Councillors :		P Edwards (PE) Vice Chairman
							N Barter (NTB)
							Mrs A Smith (AS)
Mrs W Prior (WP)
									
				Parish Clerk:			M R Ash (MRA)

Also present:	Wiltshire Councillor Nabil Najjar
			PC M Boon
			SPC C Luckins
			Mr R Stockton
			Mrs P Abbott
			Mr R Abbott
			Mrs S Dunwell
			Mrs M Barter		
		
1. Apologies for Absence

There were apologies for absence from Councillors A Thorne and N Rigg. 

2. Declarations of interest

There were none.

3. Approval of Minutes of the meeting on 15th May 2025.

WP proposed that the minutes of the meeting on 15th May 2025 be approved as a correct record, this was seconded by AS and agreed.

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes, including Action Plan
MRA said that most matters arising from the minutes were covered by items on the agenda.  PE said that investigations were continuing as regards the planting of a wild flower meadow in the Community Orchard.  He would be seeking guidance from Bright Seeds.  Mr R Stockton commented that it would be a good idea to talk to residents of Faulston Barns about their experience as it was not just a matter of sowing on one season, but of repeated sowing each year to maintain the diversity of plants.  The costs involved in this could therefore be considerable.  PE undertook to report further at the meeting in September.
5. Public Forum
The main issue raised in Public Question time was the resurgence of Anti-Social Behaviour in the village.  There have been a number of incidents of damage to property from ball bearings fired from a catapult.  PC Boon advised that the carrying of a sling shot is not itself illegal but this depended on whether it was being carried for a legitimate purpose.  Incidents had been reported to the police and further evidence was presented at the meeting.  The police said they would pursue the matter.  Concerns were also raised about the activities of certain residents.  These were noted by Wiltshire Councillor Najjar and the Police.  It was important to ensure that all incidents are reported to the police and it was agreed to put a reminder about this in STaB.

MRA reported that the planning application for the development of the site known as Whitlocks with 15 houses had been withdrawn before Wiltshire Council could make a decision.  He was in touch with the planning consultants to try to find out whether a revised application would be submitted.

6. Cllr Nabil Najjar Report
Cllr Najjar gave a short report.  A new administration was now in place at Wiltshire Council.  There had been some adverse publicity about the state of the finances, but he expected matters to settle down soon.  The speed limit reduction on the C12 had been approved at the Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group meeting.  He said he was concerned about what he had heard at the meeting about anti-social behaviour and would be talking to colleagues and officers about what could be done to help.

7. Chairman’s Items
PE said there was on-going concern about the car parked permanently in Butt Lane near the entrance to the pub.  This was often causing an obstruction.  It was understood that this belonged to a relative of the homeowner concerned.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the homeowner asking for it to be removed.
8. Youth Activities Project
MRA said that the Bubble Football event on 14th June had been a great success, with 26 children participating and a good crowd in attendance.  There is sufficient in the budget agreed with Wiltshire Council for a further event later in the Summer and suggestions are invited as to what that should be.  The survey carried out amongst all the young people who attended the events in Fovant and Broad Chalke, as well as in Bishopstone, indicated that there was support for more organised events in the future.  The main suggestions were for village led football (29%) and other sporting/fitness activities (24%).  It was agreed to consider further a possible programme of activities for next year.

9. Highways Improvements
MRA reported that at its June meeting the Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group of Wiltshire Council’s SW Area Board had approved for inclusion in the 2025/26 programme the two road improvement projects put forward by the Parish Council.  These were the reduction of the speed limit on Broad Chalke Road past the Recreation Field and the White Hart from 40mph to 30mph and improved slow down signage at the Portfield Road/High Road junction.  The speed limit reduction on the C12 also includes a section in Broad Chalke put forward by that Parish Council.  The overall cost will be just over £17,000, of which Bishopstone’s contribution will be £2,289.  The next step involves the legal processes of a Traffic Regulation Order.  It is hoped that the changes can be made by early 2026.  The Portfield Road signage improvements will be totally funded by the Parish Council at a cost of £2,356.  The cost estimates included a 25% contingency and so could be slightly less.  Councillors had previously indicated a willingness to approve the funding required for Bishopstone Parish Council’s contribution.  However, MRA said that it was necessary to formally approve that expenditure up to the level indicated.  This was proposed by WP and seconded by AS and agreed.

10. Parish Clerk’s Report
Approval was sought for the following items of expenditure:
· Internal Audit (£102.00)
· Valley Contracting (£50.00)
· Clerk’s Expenditure. (£160.13)

MRA said that the approved budget for 2025/26 included a possible donation of £500 towards the cost of running the Chalke Valley Fete.  It was agreed that this donation should be made.

PE proposed that these various items of expenditure, including the donation to the CV Fete, be approved, this was seconded by NTB and agreed.
MRA said he had been approached by the organisers of Casual Football, who organize 7 a side or 9 a side football games for older and less fit players.  They would like to run sessions on Bishopstone Recreation Field for one hour on one evening per week.  He had already pointed out the limitations of the facilities on the field, including car parking – though it was pointed out that if they played on a Tuesday the village hall car park might be free.  It was agreed that he should respond saying that the Council would support this idea subject to discussion of the details.
11. Planning Matters
Consideration was given to the proposals to trim yew trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order at Yew Tree House in Bridge Road and for an extension to Beechlodge (16 The Croft).  It was agreed to raise no objection to either proposal.

12. Possible co-option of an additional Councillor

Following the May elections one place remained unfilled on the Council. PE proposed that Michael Pratt be co-opted, this was seconded by WP and approved.

13. Questions or statements from Councillors.
There were none.
Date, location and time of next meeting.  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Thursday 11th September at 7.30pm.  

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Signed as an accurate record:


……………………………………………….	……………………………….
Chairman						Date






BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 10th July 2025

ACTION PLAN

	WHAT ACTION
	BY WHOM
	COMPLETED
✔  

	Minor works to be completed:
· Clapper bridge
· Graffiti in Faulston Lane

	AJT

	





	Letter to be sent re car parked in Butt Lane.
	MRA
	


	Play Area Safety Inspection consideration of implementation
	All
	










